Frank J. Hughes Jr.

November 21, 1924 - August 25, 2024

Frank J. Hughes, Jr. Memorial

Frank was born Friday, November 21, 1924, in Wilkes-Barre, PA, the son of
the late Frank and Elizabeth Hughes. At the age of 5, he fell in love with trains
when he got his first train set as a Christmas present. He loved everything
about trains and owned quite a few in his lifetime, from N-gauge to G-gauge.
He had a large layout in the basement of the house on Orchard Road for
many years and always had a train running around the Christmas tree. He
even worked on the Pennsylvania Railroad during WWII.

Frank also loved music. From an early age, both he and his sister, Catherine
(Hughes) Reese participated in the Eisteddfod, a Welsh festival with ranked
competitions in poetry, music and readings. Frank participated by playing the
trumpet, singing solos, performing Bible readings and recitations, winning
numerous awards throughout the years.

Singing was his joy for the rest of his life. He sang in the choir at First
Christian Church in Lemoyne, PA where he was a member for 50 plus years.
He also sang with the Harrisburg Choral Society, the Cumberland Singers, the
West Shore Choral Society, the Grantham Oratorio Society, and the Central
PA Oratorio Society. Frank was still singing in the choir at Country Meadows.



However, the real love of his life was a young lady, Velma Greenawalt. Frank
met Velma going roller skating. He thought Velma was a good skater with
some nice legs. She liked to do fancy dance steps so Frank had to learn them
too so he could skate with her. He did and they were married on April 25,
1948. Over the next 73 years together, they were blessed to have 3
daughters, Gwendolyn (Pelsis), Tamah (Roby), and Jennifer (Miller); 6
grandchildren — Jonathan Pelsis, Kristin Sheppard, Eric and Adam Brink,
Keegan and Emma Miller; 3 great-grandchildren — Henry Pelsis, Olivia and
Jackson Sheppard.

Frank’s very first job was as a stock boy earning $1 per day. After graduating
from Meyers High School in Wilkes-Barre in 1942, Frank had a large variety of
jobs and liked to keep busy. His first official retirement was from Ingersoll
Rand where he worked as parts manager for 17-1/2 years. In retirement, he
continued to work numerous jobs including movie theater ticket taker, rental
car pickup driver, and handyman for Drydene Oil Company where he “retired”
at the age of 85.

Frank was into recycling even before it was a thing. He recycled almost
everything; including every lawnmower put out for the trashmen. He was both
creative and resourceful. He made marble rollers for several of his
grandchildren; reupholstered furniture; got into oil painting; and made many
aluminum can airplanes.

At First Christian Church in Lemoyne, PA, he served as an elder, choir director
for 10 years, and as the property chairman, making many repairs and
renovations over the years.

Frank was a lifelong member of the Masons belonging to Harrisburg F&AM
Lodge 629, Tall Cedars Forrest 43, and Harrisburg Consistory 32 degree
Mason.



Frank loved to travel and visited almost every state in the U.S., but his favorite
was California where he climbed to the top of Sentinel Dome at the age of 80.
Another all-time favorite was his trip to Wales where he got to meet some of
his relatives and see the house where his Nain and Taid (grandparents) lived.
His final journey, at 99 years, 9 months, was Sunday evening August 25,
2024, when he went to be with the Lord.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Shriners Childrens
Hospital or Bethesda Mission of Harrisburg.

September 6. 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM (ET)
Please join us for a luncheon and fellowship at Marzoni’'s 4925 Ritter Road
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055



Previous Events

A Gathering of Family and Friends

SEP 5. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

Musselman Funeral Home & Cremation Services, Inc.
324 Hummel Avenue

Lemoyne, PA 17043

(717) 763-7440
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A Gathering of Family and Friends

SEP 6. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
2000 Chestnut Street
Camp Hill, PA 17011

Funeral Service

SEP 6. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
2000 Chestnut Street
Camp Hill, PA 17011

Burial

SEP 6. 1:00 PM - 1:30 PM (ET)

Woodlawn Memorial Gardens
4855 Londonderry Road
Harrisburg, PA 17109


mailto:info@musselmanfuneral.com
https://musselmanfuneral.com/

A Gathering of Family and Friends

SEP 6. 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM (ET)

Marzoni’'s
4925 Ritter Road
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055



Tribute Wall

I got to know Frank at table 6 when | was caregiver to one of his
table mates. Everybody knew Frank. A good friend! Prayers for
strength for Franks family and my sincere condolences.

Carol Kerr - September 11, 2024 at 06:01 PM

The Reese Family purchased the Strength & Sol
ace Spray for the family of Frank J. Hughes Jr..

The Reese Family - September 02, 2024 at 02:08 PM

My name is Jonathan Schnur. | was a PT at Encompass Health in
Mechanicsburg. | had the absolute pleasure to work with Frank on
several occasions. He was just kind soul and made everyone’s day
better when we got to interact with him. He was definitely a bright
spot in my day and patient | have fond memories of. I'm so sorry for
your loss. I'm so very thankful | got to know Frank. He definitely is
one in a million. God Bless Jonathan Schnur

Jonathan Schnur - August 29, 2024 at 12:29 PM

Jonathan, we are so grateful that Dad got to know and trust you for
always encouraging him to work hard to return to his best physical
condition after each hospital stay. We thank you for your lovely tribute.

Gwen Pelsis - September 01, 2024 at 03:52 PM
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Mr. Hughes was a wonderful neighbor on Orchard Rd. | remember as a
small child his daughter would babysit me and my brother when my
parents were out for an evening. | believe Gwenn did the babysitting.
My condolences to all his daughters.

Steven Blessing

Steven B Blessing - September 27, 2024 at 07:48 PM



